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INTERACTIVE WAYS TO 
HELP YOUR CHILD WITH 

SECOND LANGUAGE 
LEARNING & VOCABULARY 



THE BENEFITS OF THE BILINGUAL BRAIN 



SUPPORTING SECOND LANGUAGE 
LEARNING 



HAVE YOUR CHILD SPEND TIME WITH A 
NATIVE SPEAKER 

¡ Research shows that when learning a second language, 
social interaction with native speakers is highly effective 
because social cues provided by live people hold 
attention in a way that less dynamic formats can. 

 
¡ Contact a bilingual family member, friend, neighbor, 
  or caretaker who can spend 
  time spend time with your child. 
  You can set up playdates or  
  excursions in which this person 
  speak to your child in the 
  target language, thus creating a 
  truly immersive experience. 

 



While using audio or video media to learn a language 
may be less effective than in person interactions, it is 
a more feasible option that can allow your child to 
gain exposure to foreign language acquisition. 

FIND MEDIA IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE 



¡  San Diego Zoo offers a Spanish 
Bus Tour at noon on weekends 
and for groups of 20 with 
advanced notice. 

 
¡  USS Midway offers a Spanish 

Audio Tour. 
 
¡  Viator offers a 5-hour Tijuana 

City and Shopping Tour by bus 
from San Diego.  Cost is $65.00 
adults/$55.00 children age 
3-11. 

FIND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN 
ANOTHER LANGUAGE 



Make language learning a team effort!  Through adult programs 
like Duolingo or Rosetta Stone, you can master a language and 
slowly teach you child what you learn.  This may take more effort 
on your part as a parent, but this route will have you and your 
child bonding through your mutual learning! 

LEARN THE LANGUAGE TOGETHER 



INTERACTIVE VOCABULARY GAMES 



INTERACTIVE VOCABULARY GAMES 

Tic Tac Toe Connect 

 

Making connections between vocabulary 
words is a powerful way for your child to  
deeply process new words.  To practice 
making connections, play a variation of 
Tic Tac Toe where players get a point for  
each sentence they can make with 
connecting terms.   
 
For example:  Entrepreneurs go into  
production of goods that can sell  on the 
international trade market. 



Concept Mapping 
 
Concept maps are visual 
representations of the 
relationships between and  
among ideas.  When used 
effectively, concept mapping 
has a very high effect size 
on student achievement.   
They should be used as a 
planning tool for another 
activity, like writing, research, 
investigation or presentation. 

 

INTERACTIVE VOCABULARY GAMES 



Root Word Vocabulary Tree 
 
A root word is the main part of a 
word that contains the core  
meaning.  Many times the root word  
cannot stand alone and needs a  
prefix or suffix attached to it.  Root  
words are usually derived from the  
Greek and Latin languages. 
 
Knowing root words will help you 
know the meaning of many words 
because over 60% of all English 
words have Greek or Latin roots. 
 
www.learnthat.org 
 

INTERACTIVE VOCABULARY GAMES 



INTERACTIVE VOCABULARY GAMES 

Interactive Dice Games 
 
High engagement is directly related to 
high student achievement.  Through 
interactive games, vocabulary practice  
can be engaging, fun, and easy to do at 
home! 
 
Dice games offer a  
fun alternative to work- 
sheet dril l  and kill   
and can be customized 
for any vocabulary list 
and/or language! 
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